
Post 18 Careers Focus
Background 
Each year at Harington approximately 90% of our students decide to 
follow a university route with 45% typically achieving places at Russell 
Group Universities. Locally, Lincoln and Leicester are the two most 
popular choices. Each year, we are really pleased to see applications 
submitted to a really wide range of universities and courses.
In recent years we have seen a small but growing number of students 
successfully apply for degree apprenticeships. These have grown in 
popularity with international companies particularly competitive. 

Key Staff 
Mrs Henry Oliver (NHO) – Post 18 Lead (new for 2022)
Mrs Jackson (HJA) – Apprenticeship Lead
Mrs Green (JGR) – Additional UCAS Support 
Mrs Tipper (HTI) – EPQ Lead  
Mrs Meynell (EME) – Federation Careers Advisor  



What does your child need to make a strong 
application?

Successful 
application 
submitted



Which is the best route?
University
Traditional route of full-time study, with 5 
applications being through UCAS
Pros
• Continuing to study a subject/s of interest
• Range of courses and careers options available
• Lifestyle
Cons
• Financial implications
• Not always linked to a vocation

Degree Apprenticeship
Combine working with an employer and part-time 
study, with applications made directly to an 
employer
Pros
• Significant work experience and transferrable skills
• Income and no tuition fees
• Future job often secured
Cons
• Longer period of study and lifestyle implications
• Limited to particular career routes



Timeline of our Careers Programme

Terms 1 & 2

Academic Enrichment (Careers pathways 
and volunteering; Harington Challenge).

Terms 3 & 4

Launch Careers Guidance Programme 
including Unifrog; continued Academic 
Enrichment; DocSoc launch; Careers 
Apprenticeship fair; EPQ applications; UK 
University and Apprenticeship fair @ King 
Power Stadium; Post-18 information 
evening for parents; applications to 
Masterclasses/ Summer Schools and 
Virtual work experience begin.



Timeline of our Careers Programme

University
Term 5: Do Virtual work experience; 
continuation of DocSoc; Oxbridge group 
and EPQ projects launched.   
Term 6: University Life and Student Finance 
(Leicester university);  Post 18 Choices days 
including workshops, drafting personal 
statements, setting up UCAS apply account 
and planning use of Summer holidays 
(including development of statements).
Y13 Term 1 (15th October 2022) Early 
applications submitted (Oxbridge, 
medicine, veterinary medicine/science and 
dentistry).
Y13 Term 2: All remaining applications 
submitted for University applications

Degree Apprenticeship

Term 5: Do Virtual work experience; 
continuation of DocSoc; EPQ projects 
launched.   

Term 6: Post 18 Choices days including 
workshops, drafting personal statements, 
and planning use of Summer holidays 
(including development of statements).

Y13 Term 3-4: Apprenticeship applications 
(usually post-Christmas, but opportunities 
be released at any point in the year).



Using UCAS – University and Apprenticeships



Making applications

Which course?

• What do you need to follow the vocation/ 
career path that you are interested in?

• What subjects are of interest to you?

• Do you want to live at home or move 
elsewhere?

• Do you want to live in a larger city/town or 
somewhere coastal?

• Are you interested in a University with a 
campus or one that is spread throughout a 
city/town?

• Do the courses of interest offer a year in 
industry or a the possibility of completing a 
Masters Degree?

Writing a strong personal statement

Students need to show evidence of

• Enthusiasm and motivation (Why this 
subject? What sparked your interest?)

• Understanding and/or experience of the 
subject applied for (What interests you?  
How much do you know about the course?)

• Academic engagement -75-80%  (experience 
beyond the classroom to show what you 
have learnt and your response to it)

• Relevant knowledge and skills

• Originality and independence of thought



Making applications

University route

• Term 2 – applications checked, references 
added, final checks & sent in batches to UCAS 
by end of term

• Term 3 & 4 – students receive offers, student 
finance application open

• Term 5 – deadline for accepting offers, exams 
begin

• Results Day: final places confirmed

• Term 1  – tutorial sessions used for personal statement drafting/checking, student liaises with 
subject teacher in their own time

• End of Term 1 – student submits final version of personal statement to form tutor – checked also 
by Mrs Henry-Oliver/Mrs Green

Apprenticeship route
Throughout the year - Applications to be made 
as posts arise (prevalent from term 3 onwards).  
Opportunities are shared through 
‘Apprenticeship Thursdays’ emails to students 
from Mrs Jackson, and meetings with students 
to aid finding opportunities and the application 
process.



Making applications



Supporting applications 
Unifrog
Unifrog is a one-stop-shop where students can easily 

explore their interests, then find and successfully 
apply for their next best step after school.

Each student has their own account and have utilised 

this as part of the careers aspect of the tutorial 
programme.

https://www.unifrog.org/student/home


Supporting applications –
Virtual work experience
This week we have shared with students that we 
would like them to complete a short programme 
of virtual work experience to develop a deeper 
understanding of an industry or subject that you 
wish to pursue.



How can you assist your child as part of our 
Careers Programme?
• Research and discuss the options available
• Apprenticeship opportunities through Unifrog, UCAS and Government 

Apprenticeship page
• Suitable degrees through Unifrog, UCAS and University websites

• Attend open days and taster events at Universities (virtual and real)
• Attend Virtual Apprenticeship and University fairs
• Support organisation and completion of work experience
• Speak to people: family, friends, older students
• Use the UCAS ‘Parent information tool’
• Discuss more than plan A…
• Support your child with their studies

https://www.ucasdigital.com/widgets/parents_tool/index.html

